CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENCY

COMMITTEE MARKUP
DECEMBER 7, 2006

Brief Background
At a markup a congressional committee votes on proposed changes and alterations to a piece of legislation.  These votes are not actual changes to the bill, but recommendations as to which changes the committee will recommend to the House.  Many, if not all of the changes will likely be incorporated into a rule as “self-executing” amendments to the legislation prior to consideration by the full House. 

· Debate is typically done under the five minute rule.  In the interest of time, we will adopt a 2-minute rule. 

· An amendment should not affect the bill in more than one place.  An amendment may itself be amended with a motion and majority vote from committee members. 

· Under the rules of the House, amendments must be germane – they must relate t the subject matter under consideration. 

· Members do not speak unless recognized by the Chair.  The Chair runs the meeting.  Rulings by the chair (as to germane-ness, order, etc...) may be challenged by members of the committee, which will then vote on whether or not to sustain the ruling of the chair. 

· For our purposes here, only the attached amendments are in order unless agreed to by unanimous consent (not a single member objects).  

Agenda
1. Chair Gavels in Meeting.  Brief remarks by Chair. 

2. A member asks for unanimous consent to dispense with the reading.  (Otherwise we have to read the bill).   

a. Member: “Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that we dispense with the reading of the bill.” 

b. Chair: “Any objections.  Hearing none, we will dispense with the reading.” 

3. Chair calls on members who wish to offer an amendment. 
a. Member: “Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee adopt Amendment #__. “
b. Someone needs to second this (just say “Second!”) 

c. Chair recognizes the member to speak in favor of the amendment. 

d. Chair recognizes members in opposition and support (alternating). 

4. After debate on each amendment is complete, someone must “call the previous question” to force a vote on the amendment.  
a. Member: “Mr. Chairman, I move to call the previous question.” 

b. Chair: “This motion to close debate and vote on the amendment is not debate-able.  All those in favor say Aye.  Those opposed (No).   The Ayes/Noes have it.” 

c. Chair: “All those in favor of approving the amendment, say Aye.  Those opposed (No.)   The Ayes/Noes have it.” 

i. At this point someone can request a division (show of hands) or a record vote.  (“Mr. Chairman, I request a division/recorded vote.”) Note: only request these for controversial votes.  
ii. Chair: “The amendment is approved/defeated....” recognizes another member for next amendment/passage. 

5. Vote on Passage
a. Chair recognizes a motion to report the bill favorably with amendments. 

i. Member: “Mr. Chairman, I move to report the bill favorably with amendments.” (Second needed)
ii. Chair recognizes members in support/opposition for debate

iii. Member calls the previous question. 

iv. Chair: All those in favor of reporting the bill favorably with amendments, say Aye....   Those opposed....  The Ayes/Nays have it. 

v. Member calls for recorded vote. 

b. Adjournment

i. Member moves to adjourn the committee.   Second?

ii. Chair: “All those in favor...  those opposed.  The committee  is adjourned.” 

